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KIRRA POINT ISSUE SET TO BECOME GOLD COAST ELECTION FOCAL POINT 
Saturday, 7 February 2009

The group behind the push to restore Kirra to its former glory as a world class surfing break has called for both major Queensland political parties to declare their policy on the issue ahead of the state elections this year.

The Kirra Point Committee (KPC) - which comprises business, surfing, community and other stakeholder groups concerned about the degradation of Kirra – today welcomed Member for Currumbin Jann Stuckey's formal Freedom of Information request for documents relating to the controversial Tweed River Entrance Sand Bypass Project (TRESBP).

Ms Stuckey, who has been a vocal supporter of the KPC's objectives, publicly revealed the request today.

The loss of Kirra Point is the result of the TRESBP project which commenced in the mid 1990s in a joint agreement between the New South Wales and Queensland Governments and also the Gold Coast City and Tweed Shire Councils in order to manage erosion problems on the southern Gold Coast and improve navigation of the Tweed River.

The KPC is concerned that the TRESBP program may have breached a number of contractual obligations relating to the protection of recreational amenity and environmental habitat at Kirra.

"Until we see a copy of the contract we don't know if these key recommendations have been included or if they have been breached," said Ms Stuckey.

KPC spokesman Neil Lazarow said the recent Australia Day paddle out had elevated the awareness of the issue in all political arenas.

"We're certainly aware of a higher level of interest in this issue at a range of political levels and we hope we are moving forward to break a long impasse over the Kirra issue amongst the four parties that established the contract," said Mr Lazarow.

"We are calling for an independent review and amendments to the Act, contract and operating plans that will better incorporate outcomes for improved recreational amenity and environmental protection."

Mr Lazarow said the LNP's FOI request was encouraging for the Gold Coast community.

"We're excited that surfing and environmental issues are being taken more seriously by all levels of government and that they understand the importance of this issue to the local community," he said.

"Individual political commitment is great, however the KPC and the local community expect all political parties to have a clear and firm policy position in relation to Kirra as well as marine and coastal planning and management issues on the southern Gold Coast.

"This issue, as demonstrated by the thousands who attended the Australia Day paddle out, has the potential to influence the state seat of Currumbin at the forthcoming election.

"The Kirra issue is not just about surfing, but the surfing vote cannot be under-estimated. There is widespread community support for action on this issue."

Mr Lazarow said the issue was underpinned by the economic and environmental impacts of the loss of Kirra.

"Kirra was once a world renowned surfing destination and our studies have shown the importance of surfing to the Gold Coast economy," he said.

"More people surf on the Gold Coast each year than go to Rugby League, Rugby Union and Soccer at Suncorp; and Aussie Rules and Cricket at the Gabba – combined. The government spent $280 million constructing Suncorp. What have they spent on surfing? Losing Kirra is like 'paving over the MCG'.
 
"Perhaps more importantly, the TRESBP contract which has resulted in millions of tonnes of sand being pumped into Kirra at a rate much faster than natural processes could deliver the sand further north, has degraded virtually all environmental amenity at Kirra Reef – which in our view should not be permitted under Queensland legislation.

"The effects on the beach and surfing amenity include the loss of Kirra Point as a surf break; subsequent overcrowding at other surf spots; the loss of Kirra Reef as an important marine habitat and recreational fishing and diving site; and the diminished appeal of the Kirra marine precinct as a destination for locals and holiday makers alike.

The Kirra Point Committee believes that with a little effort, careful planning and sound management Kirra could be restored to its original splendor while still ensuring coastal security in this area.

For more information see the KPC website. 


