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Media Release

KIRRA POINT COMMITTEE
CONGRATULATES MARGARET MAY

The newly formed Kirra Point Committee believes the re-election of incumbent Margaret May as the federal member for McPherson will lead to quicker outcomes over the issues facing the world class surfing destination.

Neil Lazarow, of Griffith University’s Centre for Coastal Management, says the Committee is eager to work with Mrs May and will hold her to the pre election promise that the issues impacting on the future of Kirra Point will be of high priority for the McPherson community which incorporates Kirra.

“The fact that the longstanding Kirra issue will now be addressed by all levels of government including federal is an encouraging step towards resolving the current impasse,” says Mr Lazarow.

“We are certainly encouraged by the returning MP’s commitment to look deeper into this issue to find a resolution that restores Kirra’s future as a world class surfing destination without compromising on beach erosion and coastal security.

“Mrs May informed us prior to re- election that it is her belief that once the community and the government understands the large impact that surfing has on our economy, more will be done to manage surfing assets ”

The KPC shares Margaret May’s belief that understanding the full socio-economic value of surfing and the value of the surf industry to the Gold Coast is vital, the KPC is looking forward to higher levels of government paying the same attention to the issue as that shown by the local council. 

The KPC intends on holding Mrs May to the undertaking given that she will work with the committee to develop a Regional Partnerships application to investigate the value of surfing to the region

Following years of continuous modification a combination of factors has resulted in a decline in wave quality to the point where the world renowned surf spot rarely produces the waves and recreational amenity that has made it world famous.

As part of Gold Coast City Council’s Shoreline Management Plan, the surfing community has worked with researchers from Griffith Centre for Coastal Management (GCCM) on a 12-month study to investigate options to improve wave quality at Kirra without sacrificing shoreline protection. 

“The issues are complex and cross state borders and as such require action form all levels of government with the Gold Coast City Council involvement setting a good lead for other stakeholders,” says Mr Lazarow.

According to research by the Griffith Centre for Coastal Management, the loss of Kirra as a southern Gold Coast recreational asset and one of the world’s premier surfing breaks significantly affects both the economy and local community, with expenditure by local and visiting surfers estimated to be between $300 – 500 million a year.

KPC member John Rankin believes the loss of Kirra Point as both a surfing destination and beach amenity for local families and holiday makers has affected the intimacy of the north facing beach.

“The great appeal of places like Kirra, Noosa and Byron Bay is the intimacy created by the feeling of connection with the water due to its proximity, the ambiance of Kirra is what previously set it apart as a unique destination,” says Mr Rankin.

“Amenity driven migration is becoming a major influence with 'push' and 'pull' factors drawing people to places or alternatively turning them away.

“Many people are now choosing where to live based on lifestyle factors rather than work commitments and unless the current problems are addressed, Kirra will lose its reputation as an attractive beach destination with subsequent flow on effects hurting the economy and community.”

KPC was formed to represent the surfing and broader community and is comprised of a broad cross section of the Gold Coast surfing and business community with the mandate to restore Kirra to its former glory as a world class surfing destination without compromising coastal security.

Representatives of the group met with both members ahead of the weekend’s federal election to stress the need for high level engagement by the federal government to look into the issue.

KPC will meet monthly to discuss the ongoing steps to improve Kirra’s surfing and beach amenity and intends to liaise with all levels of government to achieve necessary outcomes. 

Members of the Kirra Point Committee include former world surfing champion Wayne ‘Rabbit’ Bartholomew, local surfing legend Wayne Deane, Neil Lazarow, of Griffith University’s Centre for Coastal Management, Coastal Alliance’s Phil Arnott, Surfrider Foundation’s Matt Butel, Marine Biologist Bob Moffat, property developer John Rankin and public relations consultant Steve Hunt.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT STEVE HUNT OR STEVE CADZOW, MEDIA HUNT COMMUNICATIONS ON (07) 55 207 955 OR 0417 742 257.
