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Media Release

SWELL RISING FOR 

KIRRA SURFING REVIVAL

The recently formed Kirra Point Committee (KPC) has welcomed undertakings from both the incumbent federal member for McPherson Margaret May and ALP candidate Eddie Saroff to resolve an impasse over the future of the Kirra surfing break.

KPC said today that pre-election discussions with both parties had both acknowledged the need to resolve the long standing issue in the interests of the broader southern Gold Coast community and for the economic benefits of the Gold Coast.

The Kirra Point Committee, representing the surfing and broader community, is comprised of a broad cross section of the Gold Coast surfing and business community with the mandate to restore Kirra to its former glory as a world class surfing destination without compromising coastal security.

Representatives of the group met with both members ahead of this weekend’s federal election to stress the need for high level engagement by the federal government to look into the issue.

“We were very happy with the outcome and the feedback from both parties was that further investigation at a higher level is required to generate an outcome on this important issue,” said Wayne Deane, a spokesman for the KPC.  

“They acknowledged that the wheels have been turning very slowly in terms of achieving an outcome and that more attention is required at all levels of government to explore outcomes for what is a very important social and economic issue.

“We’re confident that the undertakings by both parties will be met with a resolve to achieve outcomes for Kirra Point that have not been resolved up to this point.”

The loss of Kirra as a southern Gold Coast recreational asset and one of the world’s premier surfing breaks affects both the economy and local community, with expenditure by local and visiting surfers estimated to be between $300 – 500 million a year, according to research by the Griffith Centre for Coastal Management.

Members of the Kirra Point Committee include former world surfing champion Wayne ‘Rabbit’ Bartholomew, local surfing legend Wayne Deane, Neil Lazarow, of Griffith University’s Centre for Coastal Management, Coastal Alliance’s Phil Arnott, Surfrider Foundation’s Matt Butel, businessman John Rankin and public relations consultant Steve Hunt.

The committee contains a mix of surfers and community members from a variety of backgrounds including marine biology, property development, public relations, community, professional surfing, environment, business and science.

Mr Deane said today the formation of the group followed a series of meetings held over the last 12 months with surfers and other community groups to attempt to establish a solution to the Kirra problem.

“We have formalised the creation of a group that represents the interests of both the surfing and the broader community - one which can provide information to the public, represent the public in ongoing discussions with state, federal and local government authorities, as well as seek to raise funds for this ongoing campaign,” he said.

“Our mandate is simple – to improve the surfing amenity and recreational opportunities at Kirra and establish an ongoing and active community role to facilitate the restoration of Kirra so that it benefits the entire community,” said Mr Deane.

“We all agree that the state of Kirra beach is unsatisfactory to most if not all parties and we wish to work together with other community groups and the statutory authorities to achieve the necessary outcomes.”
Former world surfing champion Wayne Bartholemew, head of the world surfing group Association of Surfing Professionals (AS), said the economic benefits of retaining the Gold Coast’s surfing amenity could not be under-estimated.

“The benefits of restoring Kirra Point to its former glory are both anecdotal and well researched,” said Mr Bartholemew.

“Gold Coast Centre for Coastal Management has highlighted the enormous economic benefits that come with our surfing breaks, while anecdotally surfing has been one of the major reasons why people have been attracted to the Gold Coast for many years.

“The reality is that the Gold Coast is one of the world’s most well established and famous surfing meccas and this is evidenced not only by the numbers of surfers on the Gold Coast but the strength of the local surfing economy with the likes multi-national companies like Billabong.”

The KPC group will meet monthly to discuss the ongoing steps to improve Kirra’s surfing amenity and intends to liaise with local and state government authorities to achieve necessary outcomes as well as pursue federal government intervention in the issue.
Mr Lazarow, who has undertaken extensive research into surfing culture and beach management on the Gold Coast, says the committee aims to do whatever possible to improve the surf quality.

“This area of the Gold Coast is a heavily modified natural area and while Mother Nature is primarily responsible for the conditions that bring good waves, there can be no doubt that human interference has impacted on surf quality on the Gold Coast both positively and negatively,” he said.

“The main focus of engineering modifications to the coastline to date has been to protect property and infrastructure from the ocean.

“Little focus has been given to the recreational amenity and how we value the beach.”

The surfing community has worked with researchers from Griffith Centre for Coastal Management (GCCM) on a 12-month study to investigate options to improve wave quality at Kirra.

Surf quality has deteriorated at Kirra due to oversupply of sand from the Tweed River Entrance Sand Bypassing Project, at a time when there has been little storm energy to move the sand northward.

This impact has contributed to major impact on the surfing amenity including the rise and fall of the ‘super bank’ at Snapper Rocks, the loss of Kirra as a surf break, significant overcrowding, loss of Kirra Reef as an important biological habitat and recreational fishing and diving site, and diminished the safety of Kirra beach for swimmers.

The group has established a fund to contribute toward costs of coordinating a campaign to restore Kirra, with former world surfing champion and legend Shaun Thomson the first contributor with his recent donation of $1000.
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